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To the REVEREND 


| Dr. SNA?E's LETTER 
2 &- 
The Biſhop of BANGOR, &c. 


SIR, 


Do in the firſt place aſſure You that I am 
ſo far from being uneaſy, either at your 
thinking in a different Way from Me; or 

| at your giving the World an Account of 

8 Thoughts: that I eſteem it your Duty 
th to judge for your ſelf, and to publiſh what 
ou judge neceſſary for the Vindication of the 
Tonour of God, and of Religion. You needed 
not My Example, to juſtify it. The Importance | 

of the Matter, and the — Right of Man- q 

kind, are much better Juſtifications. I only 


A 2 hope 


. " 
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hope that my Example did not lead you into the 
Manner, in which you have choſe to do it. 
What Hard and Severe yg ge your in- 
. ward Conviction and private Belief may have ſug- 
geſted to you, I cannot tell: They can hardly, I 
think, be worſe than the Outward Expreſſions 
you have been pleaſed to honour me with, in 
this Performance. As far as I am concern'd in 
either of them, I forgive them: And as I am 
ready to return you all Chriſtian Good Offices, 
inſtead of ſuch Treatment as I have met with; 
I will content my ſelf with explaining my own 
Meaning, where I find it miſtaken; and vindi- 
' cating and juſtifying it, where I find it needful. 
And this for the Sake of the World about Us: 
for whoſe True, Legal, and Chriſtian Liberty, 
if I have expreſs'd too much Concern; J hope, 
They will at leaſt pardon me ſo great an Injury. 
The firſt Charge is (p. 9.) that you find me 
ſtriking at the very Root of All Goodneſs, depreci- 
ating the ſolemn Duty of Prayer, by ſeparating De- 
votion from it, which is the Life and Soul of it, &c. 
This is a very heavy Charge upon One, who 
knows that His Deſign was to ſtrike at the Root 
of ſuperſtitious Folly, and to eſtabliſh Prayer, in- 
ſtead of it. But as heavy&s it is, T am content 
to bear it, if any 5 pg made uſe of, are 
capable of ſuch an Interpretation, by any Rules 
of Grammar, or Common Senſe, in the World. 
The Supports of the Charge are theſe; 1. I fay 
that Prayer is a calm, undiſturb:d Addreſs to God, 
NC. 2. That, by the Help of Men, it is come 10 


ſignif) 
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fignify Heat and Flame, in ſuch a Manner, and to 


| ſuch a Degree, &c. Serm. p. 7, 1 
The Inſtances, and Texts, you allege againſt 


this Account, are theſe. | . 
1. The Parable about the Unjuſt Judge, ſpo- 
ken Luke 18. 1. to this End, that Man ought al- 
ways to pray, and not to faint. Always to pray, and 
not to faint, is, in other Words, to pray without 
ceaſing, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it. In your own 
Account, it is, to be urgent and importunate, and to 
ſollicit with Earneſtneſs; i. e. to repeat our Requeſts 
to God, as Perſons who are truly in Earzeſt in 
what They ask. How thi at all contradicts 
any thing I have ſaid upon this Subjzd, I am 
ſill at a Loſs to ſee : or how it fixeth any ſuch 


particular Degree of Flame, or Heat, as neceſſa- 


ry and eſſential to Prayer, which I complain to 
have been made ſo, by the Help of Men and vo- 


luminous Rules of Art. This, and the other- Pa- 


rable you next mention, of the Man borrows 


Three Loaves of His Neighbour at Midnight, Luke 
11. 5. touch no Circumſtance of Prayer, but the 
repeating it; nor is there any thing in either f 
Them, beſides asking for the ſame thing, till the 


Judge and the Neighbour granted it, to avoid 
Trouble: nor any thing ſignified by them, nor 
by any Expreſſion made uſe of in them, but 
that Oar Prayers to God mult be frequent. 

2. The Repreſentation of the Pablican's ſmi- 


ting upon his Breaſt, as a Mark of Sorrow, (which 


is your Second Inſtance,) was agreeable to the 
Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Countries. But this is fo 


far 


he 


A 


far from entring into the Eſſence of the Matter, 
that no Man is either more or leſs ſenſible of his 
Sins, for ſtriking, or not ſiriking, his Brea#t ; for 
ſhedding, or not ſhedding, Tears : or any the like 
Accidents, depending upon Cuſtom, or Conſtitu- 
tion. If theſe, or the like, were eſſential to Con- 
feſſion, or Prayer, they would have been com- 
manded; and ought indeed to be recommended 
by Modern Writers, in publick Worſhip, as well 
as private. Whereas, if I miſtake not, much 
Greater Men than my ſelf, and, in common 
Eſtimation, much greater Churchmen, have often 
been guilty of that Great Crime, of ſpeaking 
favourably of a Calm Undiſturbed Addreſs to 
God, in prublick ; and of giving expreſs Directi- 
ons for it: which Pm ſure can never be juſtifi- 
ed, if the Nature and Eſſence of Prayer require 
the contrary. 

3. You mention next, the Directions our Lord 
gives His Diſciples to a, and ſeek, and Inocl. 
But neither acting, nor ſeeking, nor knocking, 
(which are only other Words for praying, as you 
your ſelf interpret them,) expreſs any Circum- 
ſtance of the Duty, or Temper of Him who 
performs it, unleſs a Real, and ſincere Deſire of 
Receiving, finding, or Entring. 

Your next Sentence is very ſurprizing.“ From 
& none of which Circumſtances (here mentioned) 
“ can we be encouraged to hope that God will hear 
gur Petitions, if they are Cold, and Lifeleſs. So 
that it ſeems, Cold and Lifeleſs are only Other 
Words for Calm and Undiſturbed. If you truly 

thought 


. 
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thought ſo, yet it would have been right to 
have let my own Words have ſtood, where you 
were drawing up the Streſs of your Argument 
ainſt me. Bur if you thought them Words 
of a different Senſe ; I know of no Juſtification 
of them, but this one, too common amon 
Writers, That ever) thing is lawful againſt the 
Man you diſlite. If the End of the Sentence had 
been expreſs'd in my own Words, Calm and 
Undiſturbed ; this had not been fo ſhocking. 
The Zeal of a Reader could not, this way, have 
been raiſed ſo high againſt an Adverſary. Ma- 
ny a Man of an Ordinary Capacity might have 
thought it tolerable to affirm, that God might 
! poſſibly hear a Calm and Undifturbed Addreſs to 
Himſelf. And therefore, it was expedient that 
| Cold, and Lifeleſs, ſhould be the Words, put: in 
their room. And then, the Indignation of a Rea- 
| der might be raiſed to ſome due Pitch againſt 
a Man, repreſented as an Advocate for Cold 
and' Lifeleſs Prayers. e a 
Sir, I have no manner of Doubt, but that 
you have a much greater Skill in Words, when- 
ever you will think, than is neceſſary to know 
the Difference between Calm, and Cold; Undi- 
| Rurbed, and Lifeleſs. For my own part, I ever 
eſteem my ſelf moſt alive, when I am moſt un- 
diſturbed; and not at all the more without Life 
for not being in a Paſſion. Calmneſs I look u 
to be the happieſt Circumſtance of a Reaſonable | 
Mind; and Freedom from inward Perturbation, fl 
the greateſt Aſſurance, as well as Inſtrument, *'* 


* 
* 
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of my underſtanding truly that I am in earneſt 
in what Iam about. A Man of a Calm Uudi- 
FHurbed Temper is, to me, a Great Character, 
whether He is ſendin 15 up his Prayers to God; 
or making His Profeſſions of Friendſhip or Du- 
ty to Ker T always think, we may depend 
more upon the Sincerity of ſuch an One, than 
upon One, whoſe Noiſe and Outcries, whoſe 
diſturbed and paſſionate Behaviour, may raiſe, 
in unexperienced Perſons, greater Expectations. 
And I believe, there are Mulrirudes of Obſer- 
vations which prove this Trze in Religion, as 
well as in common Lite, ' © . 
4. Prayer, (I fay it again,) is, in our Lord's 
own Form, a Calm, Unaduturbed, Addreſs to God. 
Let it be read over a thouſand times, and exa- 
min d as often; I will venture to affirm, there 
is not a H ord, or Expreſſion 1 in it, that tends to 
the railing any Diſpoſition of Mind, like to PA, 
ſion, Or Perturbation; or like to that Hame, or 
Heat, againſt which alone I have expreſsd. my 
felt, as neceſſary to Prayer. The Words made 
uſe of in it ; the manner of putting them toge- 
ther; the Subject Matter of it; all tend to keep 
the Soul in a Calm Undi#urbed Temper, which 
I think an Underitanding Temper : and are all ſo 
unlike the Expreſſcons, or Words, of much of our 
Modern Devotion, that T necd only deſire any 
impartial Perſon to compare them, in order to 
underſtand, and to approve of, what I have faid. 
It your Great Civility, you are pleaſed to tell 
5 me, that I may be Calm, and Undiſturbed, in ſaying 
X the 
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the Lord's Prayer : i. e. as you had juſt before in- 
terpreted my Words, Cold and Lifeleſs; which 
in the next Paragraph you change for Indolemt 
and Unmovd, To which I have little other 
Reply to make, but that which a Chriſtiaz 
ought to make to All Hard Uſage. For my 
own Temper of Mind, I muſt anſwer to God; 
and therefore, I endeavour to preſerve it as 
Calm, and Unadiſturbed, as I can: being in my 
ſelf much more aſſured that I am uniformly and 
ſteadily hearty, and earneſt, and truly deſirozs of 
what-I ask, when I am ont of a Paſſion, than 
when I am ix one; becauſe I think, I much 
more clearly underſtand what I am doing. 
And-if you mean any thing by Warmth, and 
lively Emotion of Spirit, inconſiſtent with that 
Calmneſs and Uudiſturbedueſs, in which the Un- 
derſtanding of a Man qught always to be; as 1 
cannot envy ſuch a Diſpoſition, fo all that I 
have contended, or do contend for, is, that one 
Man's Paſſion, or Affection, or Natural Conſtituti- 
on, or Cuſtom, may not be made neceſſary and 
eſſential to Another Man's praying to God; to 
the diſturbance of Weak and Honeſt Chriſtians, 
who are rack'd with the Torment of imagining 
They do nor pray, becauſe They do not feel 
what Others are pleaſed to ſay They ought to 
feel in themſelves: 3 2 

5- But you go on, and obſerve that hing 
can more convincingly aſſure Us, what was our Sa- 
viour's Will in this Caſe, than His own Practice. 
And for this, you appeal to Lal. xxii. 44. where 
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it is recorded that, being in an Agony, He pray'a 
more earneſtly, and his Sweat was, as it were, great 
Drops of Blood falling down to the Ground, This 
you allege, (I beg of you to conſider it) as a 
Practice of His, to aſſure Us what was his Will; 
or, in other Words, what is our Duty, in daily 
conſtant Prayer : That 1s, you firſt call This a 
Practice of our Saviour, which He himſelf ne- 
ver but this once knew any thing of; and 
which was indeed the Effect of an unconceiva- 
ble Diſtreſs of Soul, upon that one particular 
Occaſion, to which we know nothing parallel ; 
you then make This, which was the Effect of 
Diſtreſs, to be the Effect of Devotion: you make 
This, which was the Cauſe of his praying, to be 
the Product of it; and you make this Temper, 
the Rule and Meaſure of our Temper and Diſ- 
poſition, when We pray. 1885 

From which many Things will follow, very 
diſagreeable, I am perſwaded, to what you in 
the main intend; and which, therefore, I ſhall 
not fix upon Tor, in return to your Civility to 
Me: but only mention Two or Three of them, 
for the uſe of ſuch Readers as may not be aware 
to what Exceſs their Zeal may carry them. 
If this be the Example of our Saviour, to aſſure 
us of his Will about the Temper neceifary to 
Prayer; which is the only Point for which it 1s 
produced; it will follow that our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf never truly prayed, before this time ; 
becauſe He never, as far as we know of, expe- 
rienced any thing like this within himſelf, And 
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yet again, if He pray d now more earneſtly, it 
will follow that He had pray'd before; and 
conſequently, that this Temper, in which He now 
was, was not the Temper neceſſary to Prayer. 
And again, if This be His Practice, aſſuring Us of 
his Mill about our praying; it will follow, that 
We, his Diſciples, can never pray acceptably, 
unleſs in ſuch an Agony, as that wich is here 
deſcribed. But if this be not the Conſequence ; 
then this Diſpoſition, here deſcribed, hath no- 
thing to do with the - Diſpoſition neceſſary to 
Prayer.: which, to be ſure, is the Truth, 5 
6. You mention Epaphras, who labour d fer. 
vently in Prayers, Col. iv. 12. and the eſfectual 
fervent Prayer of a righteous Man, in St. James 
ch, v. 16. It is to little Purpoſe to obſerve to 
you, that there is nothing, in the Original, of 
the Words fervently, and fervent ; which You 
print in remarkable Characters. Becauſe the 
Words there uſed may be equivalent to theſe ; 
and particularly, becauſe I have ſaid nothing 
in the World, nor ever had I thought in my 
Mind, againſt ſuch a Fervency, or Warmth, in 
Prayers, as Is conſiſtent with that Calmneſs and 
Undiſturbedneſs of Mind, which is the Orzament 
and Defenſe of Humane Underſtanding, in all the 
Actions, in which it is concerned. 
But however I have hitherto difer'd from 
you, I am perfectly of your Mind, in what you 
add, that you might have named 4 Mun : 
of other Texts, as full and appoſite, 45. dun that 
2 4: ua 


| 
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have been cited by you. p. 13. Every Verſe, if you 
had fo pleas'd, from Gereſis to the Revelations. 

It is amazing, you ſay, to you, with-what poſſt- 
ble View ] could attempt to found a'Dottrine of a 
moſt pernicious 'Tendency in it ſelf, on the Runes of 


ſo many Texts of Scripture. As for the Texts of 


Scripture you have produced; I have: ſhewn 
them to be perfectly agreeable to what I have 
ſaid. As to the Tendency of the Doctrine; that 
muſt have appear'd, at the ſame time, in what 
T have already ſaid. . And as to my own View; I 
am very free to declare it in this, or in any 
thing elſe that I do: having no Lien, (God 
knows it, and neither the worſt Enemy, nor 
the beſt Friend, I have had in the World, ever 
had reaſon to think otherwiſe; ) I fay, No View, 
but what is Juſt, Honourable, and Chriſtian. 
My View in this Particular was, to rid the 
Minds of as Honeſt Chriſtians, as any in the 
World, from that great Uneaſineſs, which, (if 
I may gueſs by my ſelf,) Miniſters of Pariſhes 
muſt frequently meet with, ariſing from ſuch 
Notions in Modern Books, or Diſcourſes, as per- 
plex them with Doubts about their Incapacity, 
even whilſt They feel Themſelves to be ſincere- 
ly defirous and diſpoſed to perform the Duty 
of Prejer. And, notwith{tanding your critical 
Remark upon Comma's and Stops; ( which, I 
confeſs, is either above my Capacity, or beneath 
it;) my Senſe is ſo plainly there expreſs'd, whe- 
ther the Stops be falſe, or right, that TI am con- 
fident there is no Man of an ordinary CG 

| who 


— 
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ho underſtands Words, that could avoid ſee- 
ing what alone my Complaint was: viz. that 
by the help of Men, and voluminous Rules of Art, 
the Word Prayer was come to ſignify Heat and 
Flame, in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, 
that a Man may be in the beft Diſpoſition in the 
World, and yet not be devout enough to pray. i. e. 
By thoſe Rules, Men have been taught to work 
Themſelves into Heat and Flame, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, and to ſuch a Degree, as ſomething neceſ- 
ſary to Prayer, that, according to thoſe Rules, 
a Man may be in the beſt Diſpoſition of Mind, 
and yet not be Devout enough to pray. And this 
hath diſturbed ſome of the honeſteſt of Chriſtians 
with Perplexities about their own Incapacity for 
Prayer, for want of ſuch an Intenſeneſs of Heat, 
as they have found deſcribed in ſome Books, 
and ſome Sermons. Jt eee e 
The Meaning here was ſo plain, that, after 
all your Severity, (p. 14.) you your ſelf are ſuſ- 
picious, you have injured me. And you check 
your felt, by ſaying, ' Or -your Lordſhip might 
mean perhaps by thoſe ſarcaſtical Expreſſions, (as 
vou are pleas'd to call them,) above-cited, only 
to reflect upon [ome Modern Books of Devotion, that 
recommend Fervency of Prayer. Sir, It is not on- 
ly perhaps ſo, but certainly ſo: and this 208 
tainly, that All your Zeal, and that of All your 
Friends put together, and all your Abilities like- 
wiſe, cannot make the Sentence capable of any 
other Senſe. By the hep of Men, and voluminomm 
Rules of Ar-, are the Words. Only your Repre- 
e e : ſentatioan 
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ſentation of my Deſign here, is not wholly juſt, 


at the End. For it was not, to reflect upon Mo- 
dern Books that recommend Fervency of Prayer ; 
but to guard honeit Chriſtians againſt the Do- 
ctrines of Men, both in Books and Simons, 
which, under the Pretenſe of recommending 


Fervency of Prayer, lead their Underſtandings 


into a dark and thick Cloud; and teach them to 
raiſe their Paſſions, till they know not where 
They are, nor what They are daing: after 
which bodily Exerciſe, finding the Eaſe which 
always reſults from the venting a preſent Paſſi- 
on, They are apt to conclude All things to be 
wall with Them; and think They have prayed, 
and receiv'd the Benefit of Prayer, when They 
have only firſt excited a Perturbation in their 
wn Minds, and then find a Quiet, when it 
— totally ſpent it ſelf; as it is natural to do 
in the Caſe of All other Perturbations. Your 
Inſinuation, in this ſame Page, about our Bleſſed 
Lord's Agony, (perhaps as hard and as unde- 
ſerved, as ever fell from any Pen, ) I truly pity 
and lament, for your own fake, and not far 
mine, | 
P. 16. You tell me that IJ oppoſe Heat and 
Hlame to that Calmneſs and Undiſturbedneſs, 
which I ſpeak of, If you both could, and 
would, haye repreſented me fazrly, you muſt 
have done it otherwiſe. For there 1s not a 
Common Reader, who can avoid Rong that I 
ad to the Calmneſs and Undiſturbedneſs of 


F reyer, that Heat and Flame, which hath been 


taught 
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taught by Mez as neceſſary to Prayer ; and 
taught in fuck 4 Manner, and to ſuch a e &c. 
This, and nothing elſe, have I oppoſed to the 
Calmneſs and Undiſturbedneſs, I ſpeak of. There- 
fore, you mult: firſt explain, (if it can be ex- 
plain'd,) what you mean by ſuch Godly Tranſ- 
port, as may diſorder the Tranquility of the Soul, 
and put it into any Kind of Agitation ; and the 
like Words: before I can poſſibly tell you, whe- 
ther I approve, or diſapprove, them. If od 
mean by them, Heat, and Flame, in ſuch a 
Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, that Men 
ſincerely diſpoſed to ask of God every thing 
neceſſary, and to acknowledge all his Favours, 
are not according to your Rules devout enough 
to pray acceptably; I have already declared m 
ſelf againſt Them, and now again do ſo, mo 
heartily. But if you mean not fo; I have faid 
no more againſt Them, than you have. I nei- 
ther envy, nor cenſure you, 1n whatever you 
think fit to ſuffer, in your Devotions. I ſincere- 
ly wiſh you happy in Them, and in every other 

ircumſtance of your Life. Oaly I beg it may 
not offend you, that I defire no Agitation, nor 
Diſorder, in my own Soul; and that I endea- 
vour to keep ſuch Words out of all Directiam 
about Prayer, conſider'd as the Duty of Every 
Chriſtian. If you pleaſe to go on to repreſent 
this, as not being affected with the Majeſty of 
God; or the Senſe of Sin; or the Mercy of 
God ; or the Joys of Heaven; or, as pleading 
that every Power' of our Souls maſt lie dormant, . 


——ů— 
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| becauſe I would have the Underſtanding, (that 
unregarded Power of the Soul,) awake, and un- 

clouded: I muſt be content. But you may 

with as much reaſon argue that I am nom dead, 

or aſlzep, becauſe I am undiſturbed at the Uſage you 

have thought fit to give me. fs 


Your. mention of my New Sect of Proteſtant 
Quieriſis may, for ouglit I know, be accounted 
Witty: but 1s certainly much more applicable 
to Thoſe who contend for Diſorder and Agitati- 
on of Soul, than to Thoſe who contend againſt 
thoſe Tumults of the Mind. For, tho? the ſame 
ſort of Outward Expreſſions may be wanting; yet; 
the Eſſence of Quietiſm conſiſts in Poſſpon raiſed 
within; in ſuch a Diſorder and Agitation of Soul, 
| as overclouds the Underſtanding, and by degrees 
diſmiſſes and baniſhes it from bearing any part 
in the Work, | 000 if 
What my Notions of Prayer, and the Jemper 
of Prayer, are, muſt by this time have appear'd 
to all impartial Perſons. I beg Leave juſt to 
þ mention, that it will farther appear, what They 
1 have long been, by publiſhing, as ſoon as I can 
conveniently, ſeveral Forms of Prayer, Which 
were drawn up for private Uſe many Years ago; 
and which I think, I have now a juſt Occaſion 
to trouble the World with. dts 
I I have only one thing before I leave this Head, 
and that is, to entreat you not to judge hen I 
deſign to be Witty, or Ironical : as you do, p. 10. 
Believe me, I never was more ſerious. Nor 
dan I think it unbecoming either a Chriſtian, or 
a Biſhop, to take Notice of the great C * | 
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af Men, in a matter of Univerſal Import- 
an&.. lt is ſo far from hurting ;- that it is in- 
deed toi. preſerve the very Vitals of all that 
ir good, to remove, and deſtroy thoſe Corrup- 
o | 

Lou next, touch a little upon what I have 
ſaid the Love of God : But you are very 
good here. You are ſo kind as to fu 


that I intended my Reflexion againſt Thoſe 


who have over-ſtrained that Duty, &c. That 
is, Theſe; againſt whom alone I could intend 
them. You might have been as good, under 
the former head, where it was as plainly faid: 
and then a great deal of Trouble had been 


ſaved. But even here, you can't forbear your 


Complaint that I have ſet it, that is, The Love 
of God, as low as poſſible; and that I ſeen 
particularly careful that Men may not offend in 


the Exceſs of This, or any thing elſe that is 


That many ordinary Chriſtians (hould be led 
by Malern Directions, to expreſs their Love of 
God in a manner adapted to the Exceſs of 
"Humane Paſſion ; or to think They can per- 
ceivè when They love God, by any . Diſorder, 
Agitation, or Diſcompoſure, effected by Art; or 
even to be angry with Any One who endea- 
vourꝭ to teach Them, not how to feel when 


They love God, (which hath no Certain 

in it) but how to kyow it ; as ſome Patient? 

may rage at their Phyſicians: All this may be 

ſuppoſed, without great Aſtoniſnment. But 
59 * that > © 
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that a Learned Man, and a Preacher, of the 


Goſpel , ſhould declare that to place the Love 


of God in keeping his Command ments, is to 
ſet it as low as poſſible, may be juſtly won- 
der'd at. What will be the fate of Religion 
at laſt, when keeping God's Commandments ;, the 
moſt Extenſfve and the moſt Comprehenſive Ex- 
preſſion in the World, taking all poſſible 
Duty; is eſteem'd and publickly branded ,. as 
a low Account of the Love of God? And 
what will be the Fate of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in particular, when that very Deſcription, 
which is in theſe very Words often repeated 


in the Original Writings of it, is treated as ſome- 


thing below the Dignity of the Duty ſo deſcri- 
bed? So far from it, that I (hall ever eſteem that 
a Duty, High and Great, which comprehends in 
it the Imitation of the Great God, and the higheſ? 
Perfection of Humane Nature. If by this, 7 can 
ſeem careful that Men ſhould not offend in the Ex- 
ceſs of any thing Good : 1 would: beg to know 
what is Good, if keeping God's Command- 
ments be not; and if being careful that Men 
ſhould: keep the Commandments of. God, rather 
than the Fantaſtic Rules of Idle and Paſſionate 


Men, deſerves to be thus repreſented. ' I know 
of no ſuch Thing poſlible, as Exceſs in what 


is truly Good. It is an Abſurdity in Terms. 
Of Exceſs, in what 'weak Men have placed 


in the Seat of Good; and dreſs'd up in the 


Garb of Good; and what hath been too ſuc- 
celsful in diſlodging and baniſhing * - 
; 08 . 
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Good: Of this, we have ſeen, and may. ſee 
enough; as long as the Paſſzons of Men are 
brought in, as Eſſential parts of Religion. And 
here indeed, was all my Care concern'd, (in 
the uſefulneſs and neceſſity of which, I am 
more confirmed by what You have now ur- 
ged,) that Men ſhould not offend God, and 
diſturb their Honeſt and Well-meaning Neigh- 
bours, by making That neceſſary to any Duty 
of Religion, which hath nothing to do with 
it; not that Men ſhould not offend in the Ex- 
ceſs of what is Good; but in the Exceſs of that 
2 Folly, which in many Chriſtian Coun- 
tries hath uſurped the place of what is Good; 
and hath the ſame Natural Tendency every 
where. And in #his Care, as the Beſt of all 
Offices which I am capable of doing to Man- 
kind, I hope to ſpend the remainder of a ſhort 
and Uncertain Life. 

You come now p. 18. to the conſideration 
of the Nature of the Church of Chriſt. Upon 
which Subject, that the Reader may be led a 
little clearly and diſtinctly, into what He is to 
judge about; I ſhall ſeparate Your Repreſerta- 
tion of My ſenſe, from Your own: which in- 
deed You have mingled together. By which 
means 1 ſhall the better be able to do Tor 

and my Self, Juſtice. DTIC 
' 1. The Church of Chriſt, You ſay, accord-- 
ing to Me, is the Kingdom of Chriſt, I re- 
ally thought that All _ in the —_ 


7 
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of All their Contradictions, ſtill profeſs'd 
to believe that the Church of Chriſt was the 


Kingdom of Chriſt, I always thought indeed, 
that it would be much more conſiſtent with 


many of their Doctrine, and Claims, not to uſe 


A 


that Expreſſion. But I little thought to ſte 
the time, when it would be openly fix'd as 
a peculiarity upon any Ore particular Chriſtian, 
that, according to Him, the Church of Chriſt was 
the Kingdow of Chriſt, But You go on. And 
4 Kin — of which He (Chriſt) is himſelf not 
only the ſole King , but the ſole Law-giver, the 


fole Fudge, the ſole . of his own laws; 


4 Kingdom in which He neither as himfelf, 
nor hath inveſted any One elſe with an Authority 
to a# for Him. You obſerve farther, that I am 


pleas'd to infer, by one of the oddeſt Conſequences 


that ever was drawn from any Propoſition, that be- 
cauſe He never interpoſes himſelf, therefore He 
hath left no Deputy. Which, You remark, - if He 
did interpoſe, there would Certainly be no Oecaſion 


for. Here, I ſuppoſe ſome part of a Sentence was 


loſt by the Printer: For after this, without any 
proper ſtop, or Grammatical Connexion, You go 
on with Your own Senſe upon this Subject, which 


. I ſhall preſently tranſcribe. 


In the mean while, I muſt ſtop a little to 
wonder what harm it could have done to the 
Cauſe of Truth, to have permitted my own Sen- 
#ixerts to have (ſtood in my own Words. But 
this would not have done the Buſineſs ſo effe- 
Qually. My Words are theſe. Serm. P- II. - | 

: | the, 
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the Church of Chriſt is the Ningdom of Chr, He 


himſelf is King : And in this it is implied That 
He is himſelf the ſole Lawgiver to his SubjeFt z 
and himſelf the ole Judge _ Behaviour, im 
the Affairs of CONSCIENCE, and ETERNAL 
SALVATION: — That He hath, in thoſe Points, 
(viz. of CONSCIENCE and ETERNAL SAL- 
VATION,) le behind Him no viſible, humane 
Authority z No Vicegerents who cam be ſaid Pro- 
- perly to Supply his Place; No Interpreters upon 

whom his Subjects are abſolutely to depend; No 


Judges over the Conſciences or Religion of his Peo- 


ple. This You think fit to repreſent, 1. As 


if 1 had ſaid, wot only King, but Lawgiver, Judge, 


and Interpreter of his own Laws. - Whereas , I 
ſay, He is not the ſole King, if He be not the 
ſole Law-giver, and Judge; and, as for his being 
Interpreter of his own Laws, I poſitively deny 
that He himſelf ever interpoſeth to aſſert the true 
Interpretation of them, p. 13. But this is not all. 
For, 2. By way of Conciſeneſs, You leave out all 
the Words which can repreſent my Senſe. And 


in this ſhort Sentence, You have diſcarded too 


many at once, any Man of Temper would think : 
ſuch as theſe, in the Affairs of Conſcience and E- 
ternal Salvation —— mm thoſe Points Pro- 
perly to Supply his Place — upon whom his Sub- 


and Religion of his People. 


Lou ſay, 1 repreſent the Church of Chri 0 4 _ 
1 | 


Kingdom in which Chriſt neither acts himſelf 


nor hach inveſted any one elſe with an Authority 
os 


jets are abſolutely to depend —— the. Conſciences 


* 
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to act for Him. Lay your hand upon your heart, and 
ask, Is this a Chriſtian, Humane, Honeſt, Repre- 
ſentation of what Your own Eyes read in my 
Sermon? What I fay is, that Chriſt never inter- 
poſet h, ſince His firſt promulgation of his Lam, ei- 
ther to convey Iefallibility ——or to aſſert the 
True Interpretation of it —=, If you oppoſe. me 


in tie; You maintain that Chriſi doth interpoſe, 


in order to convey Infallibility, or to aſſert the True 
Interpretation of bis Law. Read this Propoſition - 
and either affirm it to be true; or elſe acknow- 
ledge that You are far from repreſenting, or con- 
tradicting, my Senſe. His firſt promulgation of 
his Law, was his acting viſibly with Kingly Au- 
thority in his Kingdom: But to repreſent me, as 
ſaying, that He doth not act at all in bis King- 
dom, ſince that, becauſe I ſay, He doth not inter- 
poſe to convey Infallibility, or to interpret his own 
Laws, 1s to reſolve to repreſent as You think fit. 
Popery may well Triumph, it a Proteſtant may not 
fay this, without ſuch a Treatment. 2 

The other part of this conciſe Repreſentation 
is, that I maintain Chriſt to have inveſted No 
one with an Authority to at for Him. If by an 
Authority to ad for Him, You mean, an Abſo- 
lute Authority to make New Laws, or interpret 


Old Ones, relating to the Eternal Salvation of 


Chriſtians, and binding their Conſciences abſo- 
lutely: I do, indeed, maintain it, that He hath 


left no ſach Abſolute Authority in any MAN, or 


MEN. And fo do You; whether You like, or 
no, to hear it. But if Yon mean any thing = 
| 5 y 


Dr. Snape' t. LETTER. 23 
by an Authority to ut for Him; You know, I 
have expreſs d no more againſt it, than Jou have. 
The next part of this Repreſentation of my 
Senſe, - is, that I inferr, by an Odd Conſequence, 
that becauſe He never interpoſes Himſelf, there- 
fore He hath left no Deputy. My reaſoning is 
this. If Chriſt. ſaw fit to interpoſe, either to 
make Men infallible ; or to aſſert the True In- 
terpretation of His Laws; then 1t might be ſup- 
poſed that They might be veſted with Authori- 
ty to interpret his Laws : becauſe They would 
then do it, under hie Direction, and the King- 
dom would ſtill be His, and not Their. But, 
as He doth not, (We Proteſtants ſay) thus in- 
terpoſe; therefore, to veſt an Abſolute Authority 
(as my Words are) with Menu, under the No- 


tion of Interpreters, is to transfer the Kingdoz: 


from Chriſt, who doth not ſo interpoſe, to 
Men, who are, upon this ſuppoſition, the Le- 
giſlators in this Kingdom. How Odd this Rea- 
ſoning may be to ſome perſons, I know not. 
But to my ſelf it is no more than this, that 
They are truly Legiſlators who, without any In- 
terpoſition from another, can abſolutely determine 
the meaning of any Law. Your remark therefore, 
that, if Chriſt did interpoſe Himſelf, there would 
be no occaſion for his leaving any Deputy, hath no 
relation to what I affirm: vis. that if Chriſt did 
ſee fit to interpoſe to direct Men in their In- 
terpretations; then He would ſtill be Legiſlator - 


whereas, if They have an Abſolute Authority, 


without his Infallible Aiſiſtance, to put an Inter- 
| pretation 
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tation upon his Laws, then are the Le- 
— Kar ue Chriſt. * TR 

We now come to Your own Sentiments, which 
You thus expreſs, in the ſame Sentence, p. 19. At 
bis Departure into Heaven, when He was no lon 
to Govern his Church in Perſon, He provided for 
the good Government of it, by Others, whom He 
Commiſſion d to teach and expound his Laws, to 
bear rule and Authority over his Subjects, to be his 
Vicegerents, to aff in his name and ſtead, and to 
perpetuate a Succeſſuon of Men thro' all the ſucceed- 
ing Ages of the World, in whom the SAME Pam- 
ers ſhould be lodg d. And tho He made none of 
Them infallible, nor exempted Them from Humane 
1: Frailties, yet ſtill He required His Church to obey 
N Then, and to be guided by their InſtruFions, where 


. They were not contrary to His. The places of 
i Scripture to prove theſe Aſertions, are ſo nume- 
rous, &c. EE A 


As to the fyft part of this, His Teaching, Di- 
recting, and Governing, by His Apoſtles, whom 
He conducted Himſelf by his own Spirit; We 
have no difference. He promulgated his Law 

W that way, to Thoſe who could know it no 
other way. He was in all that, King, and Le- 

. gi/lator, Himſelf : to whoſe Words the Apoſtles 
declared They could add Nothing; and from 
whoſe Laws They could not diminiſh. But the 
Queſtion is about the latter part of this Account; 

or about the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles in their 

Good Work, and their Ai:tror v. When You 

ſpeak of a Succe on If. vll um the SAME 

| I owers 
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Powers were to be lodged, which the Apoſtles 
had ; either-You tnean that Chriſ# order d that 
Men, not conducted by his Infallible Spirit, ſhould 
have the ſame Authority, in all reſpects, in hisChurch 
for ever, which Men, conducted by his Infallible 
Spirit, had at firſt: or elſe not. In the firſt ſenſe, the 


ſame powers may ſignify the ſame powers. But in the 


latter ſenſe, the ſame powers muſt mean not the ſame 


powers. If You take the firſt Senſe, You contradict 


me: but you ſupport the claims of Popery, which 


can ſtand upon no dther bottom. In the latter, You 
do not atall oppoſe Me, becauſe You donot deter- 
mine in what Their powers differ from the Apoſtles, 
and in what They agree. When You produce your 
Numerous Texts to prove that Chriſt Commiſſion d 
the Apoſtles to perpetuate a Succeſſion of Men, in 


whom the SAME Powers They had receiv'd, 


ſhould be lodg'd; or that the Fallible Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles in their Good Work, have that Abſo- 
late Authority, which neither was nor could be 
claim'd by the Apoſtles themſelves. in any Caſes, but 
thoſe in which They profeſs'd They had receiv d 
InfalibleDireFions immediately from Chriſt:then, 
I will acknowledge, You oppoſe me ;and [I believe 
all the World will acknowledge You oppole the 
whole foundation of Proteſtantiſm, allo. 
You have therefore added, Tho' Chriſt hath 


made none of them infallible, yet ſtill He requires 


his Church to obey Them. How? Abſolutely? 
Without reſerve? Upon the argument of Their 


Authority only? If not; I beg to know what 
is all this to me, declaring againſt an Ab.. 
| = 
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Inte Authority in Men? You ſaw how this 
pinch'd : and therefore You go on thus, A 
to be guided by their Inſtructione, Again J ask, 
what? Abſolutely? Dpon Their Word, and Au- 
thority? No. But to be guided by Their Inſtru- 
ions, where They are not Contrary to His: 
Which again You repeat and acknowledge, 
p. 26. And is This the whole which even You, 
at laſt can make of the matter; after All Your. 
Boaſted Zeal for Mere Authority? I beſeech 
You, Why may not I be allowed to fay that 
No Man upon Earth hath an Abſolute Autho- 
rity, in Chriſt's Kingdom, as well as You? On- 
ly, becauſe I ſtand to it, and do not unſay it 
again in other Places, to the great Diverſion 
and Advantage of the Roman- Catholics; and 
of the Enemies of All Religion? Now, Sir, If 
I am not to obey, where Their Inſtructions are 
contrary to Chriſt's, (as You declare in this 
Place;) then I am under a ſtrict Obligation 
to examine whether Their Inſtructions are con- 
trary to Cbriſts; or not: Unleſs You will or- 
der me to take their Word abſolutely that 
They are fo. If I am to examine this; I am 
to be determin'd in it by y own Judgment 


and Conſcience, and not by Theirs, If I find 


Their Inſtrutions, agreeable to the Will of 
Chriſt, J obey Them. Why? Not becauſe of 


Their Authority; but becauſe of Chriſt's Autho- 


rity, I obey Him, not Them, by your own 


Rule here laid down. If upon the moſt ſeri- 


ous Conſideration J judge them contrary to 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's will;. You allow that I muſt, upon pain of 
God's Diſpleaſure, neglect all Authority They 
profeſs to derive from Him; and obey Chrift. 
By your own: Rule therefore, You ſee, that 
it is Chriſt s Authority 1 obey in this Caſe; that 
They are, none of Them, in any proper Senſe, 
Chriſt's Vicegerents, ſtanding in his ſtead for You 
allow that They may inſtruct contrary to his Will; 
and that I may obey Him, in the very Act of 
diſobeying Them; that their Authority is not 
abſolute; nay, that I obey, after ſuch Examina- 
tion, Chriſt, and not Them. Glorious. Abſolute 
Authority, indeed, in Tour own Account, to which 
Chriſt's. Subjects owe no obedience, till they 
have examin'd into His own Declarations ; and 
then They obey, not this Authority, but Him! Do 
but uniformly and ſteadily maintain this one 
Limitation ; and I will venture to affirm, We 
plead the ſame Cauſe, and ſtand and fall toge- 
ther. You will perhaps eſteem this a Diſbo- 
nour. I look upon it in another view: and 
will ſhew. You, all thro' this appearance of 
Difference, that I value this Honour too much, 
to let it be taken from me. 

And hence, as we paſs, let me obſerve the 
only poſſible meaning of thoſe Words of mine, 
Serm. p. 15. which You greatly miſtake, or a- 
buſe, p. 27. in order to ſhew that the Word 
Abſolute, over and over again repeated by me, 
and ſeveral other the like Words, are not to 
be regarded in your Repreſentation of my Senſe: 
and then, let All Men judge, how hard it is, 

* — 
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to have my Sentiments laid before the World, 
not as They truly are, but as an Adverſary 
wiſhes Them to be, to increaſe his own Ima- 
inary Triumphs. My Words, are theſe — 
77 they (i. e. any Men) have this Power of In- 
terpreting, or adding Laws, and judging Men, 
(now let the Reader ohſerve,) i» SUCH A 
SENSE, that Chriſtians ſhall be INDISPENSA- 
BLY, and ABSOLUTELY obliged to obey Thoſe 
Laws, and to ſubmit to thoſe Deciſions: IN- 
DISPENSABLY, and ABSOLUTELY, obliged, 
Theſe are the Words; and Words which cut 
oft all Examination and Conſideration whether 
Thoſe Deciſions be contrary to Ehriſ#'s will or 
not; and the Suppoſition at the beginning 1s 
of Chriſt's not interpoſing to direct, or retify , 
theſe Deciſions — If this be the Caſe, I fay, 
whether They happen to agree with Chriſt, or to 
differ from Him, as long as They are the Law- 
givers and Judges, in the Senſe there laid 
down, without any interpoſition from Chriſt , 
They are Kings of this Kingdom: and not 
Chriſt Jeſus. Here the Cafe is put of No Ex- 
amination, No Conſideration, whether their De- 
ciſions are contrary to Chriſt's will, or not; (as 
in the Church of Rome; and of an abſolute In- 
« diſpenſable Obligation to ſubmit to the Mere 
Authority of the Deciders; (as the Condition is 
of Chriſtians in that Church :) In this Cafe, I 
ſay that This is the Kingdom of | theſe Men 
and not of Chriſt, becauſe They are obeyed 
ebſolutely and implicitly, without any Regard 
| | | to 
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to Chriſt's own Deciſſon: ; and that it makes 
no difference, in this Caſe of Abſolute and In- 


diſpenſable Obedience, without Comparing the 
Laws of Men with the Laws of Chriſt, whe- 
ther the former happen to agree with the Ler- 
ter, or not. Still, as long as the Obedience is 
abſolute and Trdiſpen ſable, it is Obedience to Men 
as Kings; and not to Chriſt, Is not this a 
Demonſtration, to the Eye 15 of the World, 
in the Romiſh Church? And do You not ſee 
that this is nothing to Vs Two, who agree 
in maintaining No ſuch Abſolute, Indiſpenſable 
Obligation to Submit; but a Right not to obey 
when thoſe Deciſions are contrary to Chriſt's; 
which is built entirely upon a Right to exa- 
mine whether They are ſo, or not. Read 
therefore, your 28th page, where You repre- 


ſent Me as equally pleading againſi All Con- 
mands, &c. and compare it wy or own 


Acknowledgment, that Chriſtians not obey 
Any Conmands of Men, when They are con- 
trary to Chriſt's ; and ſee whether This, right- 
ly nnderſtood, and ſteadily maintain d, be not in 
effect the very fame thing which I have ſaid; 
that to obey, upon any other Bottom but that, 
is to obey Mer, as Kings of Chriſt's Kingdowe , 
and not Chriſt himſelf: And that We both ſome- 
__ agree in this great Crime, of aſſerting 
s Kin ee to ep ift's Kingdom. 


"Having dear d up this only Poizt of anx 


ſeeming Difficulty thro Your whole Wor 
(which indeed was as clear as poſſible in 
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whole Sentence; and which You could. not 
have made obſcure, but by repreſenting it in a 
. and disjointed manner;) much leſs 
Time will be neceſſary upon what follows. 
P. 20, You go on, (after having ſpoken 
about the Apoſiles Days,) to ſay, Ir Chriſt 
had made no proviſion, by ſubſtituting Vicge- 
rents to act for, and under Him, to ſatisfy the 
Doubts of his People, and explain the meaning 
of his Laws, by comparing Them with one ano- 
ther, to reſtrain Offenders,. and keep in Awe the 
Difturbers of its Peace and Unity : if No care 
had been talen ä ß⁊xä—— to 
keep his Subjects in order, the Church of Chriſt 
duni heve ls « Babel , and his Kingdom a 
Realm of Confuſion. Now apply your own li- 
mitation, that No Chriſtian 7s to obey Theſe 
Subſtitutes or Vicegerents, where Their Infirudi- | 
ons, and Directions, are contrary to Thoſe of 
Chriſt; of which every Chriſtian is to Judge: 
and then determine, whether this OhjeF:o» ought 
to affright Us from maintaining Chriſt's right 
to be obey d, in oppoſition to theſe Subſtitutes, 
when the Caſe. fo happens; or from defend- 
ing, his SubjeFs againſt all. ſuch Abſolute Au- 
.thority as lays Them under an obligation to 
a blind and Implicit Obedience. Chriſ#, We can 
anſwer, knew beſt what power to lodge with 
Men, in. order to avoid Confufion, as well as 
- to inſtruct. And therefore, if No Command 
or Law contrary to His can bind Chriſtsars f 
We can both anſwer Securely that We mu 
"Pp | | CO 
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compare all Mens commands, with His, before 
We obey; and that He himſelf deſired no 

teater Order than what is conſiſtent with this 
ight and Duty of all his Subjects, to-exa- 
mine whether what is ' commanded be not 
conttary to his Will; and to act accordingly. - 
So, when it is alleged againſt Us, what Tou 
mention in the next Paragtaph, that there 
1 and ig; in Chriſts Kingdom, 4 ſubordinat 
Miniſters who are the: Judges and Guides 
7 is people, by. virtue of an Authority that Ho 
as: delegated to them: We can anfiver that nei 
ther their Judgment nor their Guidance cars be 
abſolnte , becauſe We are not bound to obey in 
any thing contrary to the Inſtructions of 
Chriſt; which therefore, We our ſelves muſt 
conſider, in order to fotm our own Judg» 
ment concerning the Will. of Gris, in the 
Affair of Salvation: and that We are well af. 
ſured that He hath delegated ho Aurhority te 
any Men, inconſiſtent with dur obligation W 
obey no Laws, of Directions, which are 
trary to His. 42 
If They again urge Us (as Tou 2 on p. 21 10 
with any other of thoſe Images, under which 
the Scripture repreſents the "Chutes, #5 an or- 
derly and well. governed Society: We can anſwer 
Them, that We ean never think Chrift's Church 
ſo nell governed a Society, as when. Chriſt . Laws 
govern Fits that We have not ſaid one word 
againſt the Order, or the Good Government of 
it; but only alerted the Righe and Duty of | 


32 Ar ANSWER # 
all Chriſtians to conſider - the Laws of Chriſt 
himſelt, becauſe We are ſure of his diſpleaſure, 
if We obey any Authority upon earth contrary. 
to His Will: and that We are for all Order, aud Good 
Government, conſiſtent with that Right of not 
obeying againſt our on Conſciences; which 
He did not to be ſure deſtroy by any Ima- 
ger of Order and Decency, under which His 
Church is repreſented. Take it under the fi- 
gure of a Body, a Building, a large Family, 
(hy not a ſmall one, when that cannot alter the 
Caſe, as to the Eſſentials of it?) or take it as an Ar- 
m; or as what you pleaſe: Theſe all help to clear 
up what I have ſaid, and what your kind limitati- 
on before mention'd implies in it. If it be a Bodyz 
the Head is Chriſt. If a Building; the Foundation- 
one is Chriſt : and the Apoſtles themſelves no o- 
therwiſe Foundation-ſtones, but as They are repre- 
ſented, even by themſelves, . as the Preachers of 
what He immediately dictated to them. But, as 
for all their Succeſſors; They are not the Founda- 
tion, but part of the Building it ſelf erected upon 
that Foundation. If it be a large Family; then 
it follows that No Servant, of the higheſt rank, 
hath any Authority, diſagreeable to the Will of 
the Maſter of the Family ; nor the Other 
Servants any obligation, ( ſuppoſing the Ma- 
ſter himſelf abſent, and to have left behind Him 
his Will in writing for the uſe of them All,) to 
ſubmit to the Dictates of any Servant of their 
Maſter, without comparing them with that writ- 


den Will. But if it be conſiderd as mm, || 
| then 
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then it is as plain, that the Cie General is 
the Ruler of it; and that the Orders of the 
Chief General, ſuppoſing them to be given by 
Himſelf, for the uſe of the Soldiers in His 
Abſence, are the Directions for the Soldiers, 
in all their Service and Warfare. And I do 
not doubt, as You ſay, that the Caſe is ſtill the 
ſame, if you take a view of the Church under any 
other Image. It will ſtill appear more plainly, 
that Chriſt is King in his own Kingdom; and 
that the Order, which He deſign'd in his Aing- 
dom, is not at all diſturbed, . by any thing that 
J have ſaid againſt the Abſolute Authority of 
Thoſe who teach in his Church; or by any 
thing that Tor have ſaid againft the A>ſolure 
Submiſſion of Thoſe who hear. 
As for my Self, to whom you apply.in ſo 
warm a manner, p. 24. I profeſs to you, and 
to all the World, I diſclaim, and diſdain, All 
Powers inconſiſtent with Chriſt's ſole Authority of 
Legiſlation, and Judgment, in Matters relating 
to Eternal Salvation. I have already vindica- 
ted my Senſe ; that by Abſolute Authority, I 
meant Abſolute Authority and ſhewn that, 
contrary to your Repreſentation, p. 28. I have 
taught Men, (and J here declare, I will go on to 
teach Them) to receive No Commands in Matters 
relating to their Eternal Salvation from amy Su- 
periors, whether Spiritual or Tempora!, abloiuteiy, 
and implicitly, upon the ground of Mere Au- 
\ Zbority, without examining Them by the Laws 
of Chriſt, and tinding Them agreeable to Thole _ 

E Laws: . 
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Laws : Becauſe they are not lawfid to Them, 
by your own Rule, till They find Them fo up- 
on that Compariſon ; and becauſe, to do Any 
thing, materially lawful, upon the ſame Prin- 
ciple, which would carry Them to do the ſame 
thing were it never ſo unlawful, cannot be con- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtianity. All this, which I have 
been now ſaying, will appear ſtill more clearly, 
if poſſible, in the ANSWER, which I am pre- 
paring,to the REPRESENTATION of the 
Committee of the Lower Houſe of Convocation. 
P. 29. The paſſage You are here diſturbed at, 
about the Altering or Adding to the Sanfions 
of Chriſt's Law, is no more than this Syllogiſm. 
The aftixing the proper Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments to the Behaviour of Chriſtians, as Chriſti- 
ans, is an Act of Chriſt's Regal Power. Whoever 
alter the Nature of Theſe, or add to Them, do 
truly Themſelves affix Rewards and Puniſhments. 
Therefore, They are SO FAR Kings themſelves. 
That, according to me, They Dethrone Chriſt 
from his Spiritual Kingdom, is your own Hard, 
and Unjuſt Comment. But that, as far as 


They alter his Sanctions, or add New ones; 


that I ſay, SO FAR, They reign in their own 


' Kingdom ; is, in my Opinion, as clear a Propo- 


fition as this, that, as far as New Sandi- 
ons are brought into Chriſt's Religion; ſo far, 
New Sanctions are brought in. If Christ 
brought them in; or commanded Them to be 
brought in: They are His. If not; They are 


not His. If any Others can, even by Right, 


bring 
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bring them in; yet ſtill, it is true that Theſe 
Others are SO FAR Kings. I cannot ſee which 
of theſe Propoſitions can be denied. But I ſhall 
more at large explain, and fix this point, in the 
Anſwer beforemention'd. 

You do me one piece of Juſtice, p. 33. 
when you aſlure the World, in your way, that 
have dealt my Favours with an equal and Un- 
diſtinguiſh'd Hand to All Churches, and All Re- 
ligions : If you mean this by it, that I diſdain 
the poor Sophiſtry of claiming that Mere Autho- 
rity to Our ſelves, which We deny conſtantly 
to Others; and that I do not think any Man's 
Religion, conſidered in it ſelf, an Arguments 
why He ſhould be deprived of any of the Com- 
mon Rights of Society, in this World. But if 
you mean any thing elfen I muſt aſſure You, 
It is your own Invention. The Excluſion of 
the Papiſts from the Throne, was not upon the 
Account of their Religion. All the World 
knows that it was upon the Experience that 
They could not be truſted with the Rights and 
Liberties of the Nation. I have contended in- 
deed elſewhere, that it was their Unhappy Re- 
ligon, which alone made Them uncapable, in 
Themſelves, of Governing this Proteſtant Na- 
tion by the Laws of the Land: And this, in or- 
der to juſtify the Excluſion of All Papiſtis. But 
the Ground of their Excluſion, was not their Re- 
ligion, conſider'd as ſuch: but the fatal, natural, 
certain Effect of it upon Themſelves, to our 


Deſtruction. The certain Danger of Our Lis 
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berties and Properties, was to Us, the ſole 
Ground of it. But I will venture to add one 
thing: That I have a great deal of reaſon to 
think that, if I had really ſhaken thoſe AFs 
which exclude Papiſts, I ſhould have experien- 
ced much more of Civility, than I have lately 
done. 

But for One Chriſtian Divine, who is endea-— 
vouring to preach Religion and the Goſpel, to be 
told by Another Chriſtian Divine, that He contra- 
dicts ACTS of Parliament, and Laws made by 
Men ; would have a very odd Appearance : if 
any thing could be calmly conſider'd, amidſt 
the Paſſions of Men. It cannot certainly be 
intended as an Argument, unleſs it rely upon 
this glorious Foundation, (becoming a Chriſti- 
an Divine to own,) that every Preacher of the 
Goſpel, inſtead of preaching All, and every 
thing, which He finds there, is obliged to fit 
down, and conſider Humane Laws ; every Act 
of Parliament, and every Clauſe in every Act 
of Parliament; and to find or make the Laws 
of the Goſpel agreeable to Them, before He 


preſumes to preach, or to inculcate, Them. 


Neither Chriſtianity, nor the Reformation, 


could have ſhewn their Heads, againſt ſuch Ir- 


reſiſtible Arguments, as Theſe, One Requeſt I 


muſt here add, and it is but common Juſtice 
which I will ask, and that is, That you would 
fix No Conſequences upon Me, which I do not 
my Self expreſly own. If Tor judge of every 


| Thing inChrifi's Religion by Ads of Parliament; 


thea 
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then it will be an infallible Rule for Tou to go 
by, This, or That, contradicts Something in ſome 
Act of Parliament; and therefore cannot be 
True. And if you do; ſtill Many Points may 
ſeem to you to follow from a Particular Doc- 
trine, Which the Perſon who teacheth it, never 
maintain'd ; and therefore, Which He ought not, 
by the known Rule, to be charged with. But 
methinks, the Enquiry to a Chriſtian Divine 
is, Whether any Doctrine or Poſition, about 
Chriſt' Religion, be agrecable to the Statute- Law 
of Chriſt, and the whole Tenor of the Goſpel. 
From p. 34. to p. 37. You ſet forth the 
Tragical Effects of my Doctrine, not only up- 
on the Polity of the Church of England; but upon 
All Eccleſiaſtical Polity; as your Phraſe is: And 
all this, by way of Conſequences drawn from my 
Principles, without ſo much as referring to the 
Paſſages, in which my Principles are laid 
down. If my Reaſonings are right, You ſay, 


there never was any Part of the Chriſtian Church, 


either in the Days of the Apoſtles, or at any 
Time ſince, in any Nation of the World, that 
nas not, as a Church, acted in direct Oppoſiti- 
on to the Will of our Bleſſed Saviour, and uſur- 
ped an Authority, that He bad never delegated. 
This is a Charge indeed, againſt All Churches, 


which I neither made, nor ever indeed admit- 


ted into my Thoughts. We will try, if Yon 
pleaſe, from My Principles. Chriſt is ſole Law- 
ever and Judge in Matters of Eternal Salvati- 
en: And hath delegated NO ABSOLUTE 


(Ke. 
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to Themſelves, but to Him, properly ſpeaking. 
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(i e. as you own) Unlimited Authority to Men, 
to which Criſtians are abſolutely (i. e. as You 
own) Unlimitedly, Unconditionally, without 
Examination, obliged to ſubmit: Or, in your 
Words, and according to your own Doctrine, 
to which They are obliged to ſubmit in any 
thing contrary to His Will. This is All that 
I have taught. From hence You ſay it follows, 
that The Apoſtles themſelves, (as You farther 
explain it, p. 35.) and All Churches in their 
Days, and ever ſince, wſurp'd an Authority ne- 
ver delegated to them. | 
Now, I confeſs, I always underſtood the New 
Teſtament it ſelf to teach Us that the Apoſtles 
were directed by Chriſt himſelf, and by His Spi- 
rit. So that He was ſtill, in ALL which They 
ordain'd, as Parts of His Religion, truly-the Le- 


giſlator, and King. The Authority was His in 


the ſtricteſt Senſe ; as They often profeſſed : 
and They had no Authority to ordain Any Thing 
relating to Eternal Salvation, but what He ex- 
preſſy and immediately reveal'd, and dictated, 
to Them. They were ſent, taught, directed, 
immediately, by Chriſt. According to my Rule 
therefore, Wherever He interpoſeth to convey 
Inifallibility, He is the Legiſlator, properly 
ſpeaking. And that was the Caſe. So that the 
Apoſiles, You ſee, were far from deſerving this 
Hard Uſage at your hands; having claim'd No 
Abſolute Authority, but in Things immediately 
receiv'd from Him: that is, No Abſolute Authority 


Ii 
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If the Caſe be otherwiſe with Any Churches, 
I am heartily ſorry, But I profeſs, I never 
knew, nor heard of, any Church upon Earth, 
except the Church of ' Rome, in its latter cor- 
rupted Eſtate, which ever dared to claim ſuch 
an Abſolute Authority. And this Church itſelf 
firſt thinks it neceſſary to outface us, that Chriſt 
doth ſtill interpoſe to convey Infallibility. What 
follows, I ſuppoſe, is to explain the meaning 
of this: And therefore, let us conſider the In- 


ſtances You mention. 4 


1. According to my Reafonings, You fay, 
All who have been interpreting His Laws, have 
been making Laws for Him. 1 hope not. I 
am ſure, for my ſelf, I endeavour to interpret 
His Doctrines, without the Thought that All 
who hear me, are indiſpenſably obliged to re- 
ceive My Interpretation. You know, Sir, in 
your Conſcience, that I have ſaid not a fingle 
Word againſt any Interpretative Authority, even 
of the weakeſt Men, but an A ſolute Authority 
of Impoſing Their Senſe upon Chriſt's Laws. 
You know that You your ſelf declare, No 
Chriſtian is obliged to receive Any Interpretati- 
on contrary to ChriſPs Will; to which therefore 
He 1s obliged to compare it always: And ſuppo- 
fing it ſhould be found, upon Enquiry, to be a- 
greeable to it; He ought not, by your own 
Rule, as well as mine, to receive it, before he 
finds it ſo. So that We ſtand, in this, and fall 
together. It theſe Conſequences are ſo terrible 
againſt Me ; they are the very ſame againſt Tow. 


2. 80 . 
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2. So again, in the Caſe of Inposd Terms 
of Commimnion ;, 1 have declared, in the Sermon, 


againſt Nothing but the Abſolute Indiſpenſable 


Obligation of Chriſtians, to ſubmit to Them, 
Right, or Wrong, without examining whether 
They be agreeable to Chriſt's Will, or not. 
You in this agree with me; and declare that 
the Chriſtian People are not obliged to ſubmit, 
in any Matters contrary to Chriſt's Will . to 
which therefore, They are obliged to compare 
Every Thing. What therefore is our Difference? 
And upon what Accounts muſt J alone ſuffer 
ſuch Orterres - merely becauſe I faithfully and 
uniformly maintain this Trurh ; and Ton think 
It better to maintain it for once ſecretly, and 
in a little corner, and to give it up, whenever 
You think fit ? 

Again, You go on, Nor can any Num- 
ber of Wiſe and Good Men, (according to my 
Reaſonings,) agreeing together i in the ſame No- 
tions, and aſſembled by Legal Authority, in due 
Subor dination to the Civil Macgiſtr ate, tho with 
the moſt Unanimous Conſent, eſtablilb any Rules, 
or Ordain any Method of Church- Govern- 
ment, that ſhall be binding, even for Peace and 

*Quiet's | ſake, to any Others, Here again, We 
muſt prevail, or fall, together. For, As to 
Conſcience , (which is our Province, as long 
as We have any Conſcrences of our own left: J 
As to Conſcience, | ſuy, Ton have declared 
in this very Book, (the Force of Truth hath cx- 


torted it from you, in the midft of All your 
Leal 
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Zeal) that No ſuch Deciſions, or Declarations 
are binding upon Any Chriſtian in the World, if 
They be contrary to Chriſt's Will; and that No 
Notion, therefore, of Peace and Quiet, (which, 
by the wy: are very ſoft words for a Writer - 
to put inſtead of the Authority and Right of 
Governours, whilſt He is contending Zelouſly 
only about theſe latter ;) nay, that No Argu- 
ment in the World is to perſwade any Chri. 
ſtian to ſubmit, in Points contrary to Chriſt's 
Will: To which therefore, He himſelf is to 
compare every thing. 

This is your own Rule. And therefore, Ex- 
poſe, Vilify, Uſe Me as you pleaſe: 1 have this 
ſatisfaction, That Yor come, your ſelf, into this 
whole Condemnation ; and not only Tow, but 
indeed All, even Every Man of the Church of 
England; Every Man of Thoſe themſelves, who 
have treated me in the ſame unhandſome man- 
ner upon this Account. It,is Tow, Sir, who, 
by your own Rule, have cut off all Interpretations 
of Chriſt's Laws; All Impos'd Terms of Com- 
minion; All Obligation to yield to the Mere 
Authority of the moſt Unanimous Synod in the 
World; All Articles and Creeds, drawn up by 
fallible Men; All Acts, even of General Coun- 
cils; All Canons, Rules, or Ordinances, Call 
them what you pleaſe, You have, your Self, cut 
off All Abſolute Obligation of Submiſſion ;, which 
is exactly the ſame with taking away the Abſo- 
lute Authority of Church-Governours. You have 
aſſured Us, that, let Them gather Themſelves to- 

1 gether . 
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ger her, and frame what Rules They think proper, 
to Oblige (as your phraſe is,) Others to a Unity of 
Profeſſion, p. 36. You have aſſured Us, I ſay, by 


your former Himitationo, p- 20. and 26. that 
Thoſe Others are NOT Obliged, without 6xamin- 
ing into the Will of Chriſt, by any of their Rules: 
nay, that They are ohliged not ro ſubmit, 1 
They find them contrary to His Will. And can 
there be an Abſelute Authority in Thoſe who 
make Thoſe Rules, whilſt there can lie no 4bſc- 
Inte Obligation to ſubmit to them, upon Thoſe, 
for whom They are made? The Difference 
therefore between Us, is only in Words : and 
ſometimes, hardly in Words. 

And now, Sir, if No Biſhop ought to take 
bis Place inthe Provincial Synod; or to take the 
Subſcriptions of thoſe whom He Ordains; or Ex- 
erciſe almoſt Any Epiſcopal Act, p. 36. unleſs 
He claims to Himſelf an Abſolute Power and 
Authority, to which All His Hearers, or His 
Flock, are ſo indiſpenſably obliged to ſubmit, in 
Matters of Conſerence and Eternal Salvation, 
that they muſt not ſo much as ſeriouſly com- 
pare His Directions with the Will of Chriſt, to 
find whether They agree with it, or not: If 
this be ſo; I confeſs my ſelf very unfit for ſo 
great an Honour. I diſclaim, and diſdain it: 
And ſo I hope, and believe, doth Every One 
of my Brethren. I ſhould not a& agreeably to 
your own Rule, if I did not. 'You declare that 
No Chriſtian ought to ſubmit in Points deter- 
mim d contrary to Chri/s Will. And there- 


fore, 
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fore, I hope, I may have your Conſent, to claim 
All the Privileges of a Chriſtian Biſhop , with- 


out claiming that Enormous One, which ſuppo- 


ſeth that Abſolute Obligation upon Chriſtians, 
which Tou deny. I am ſure, I ſhould little de- 
ſerve the Name of a Chriſtian Biſhop: if ] could 
forget Chriſt ;, and aſſume an Authority, which 


can belong to None but Him. Try your own. 


Limitation, in your own Caſe, Ask your ſelf, 
How You can act with the Authority of a Prieſt 


of the Church of England, whilſt you maintain 


that your Hearens are not obliged to follow 
your DiQates, without conſidering, and ex- 
amining, whether They be agreeable to the 
IWillof Chrift : And you will, your ſelf, anſwer 
for Me; or condemn Yourſelf with Me. 

In what follows, p. 36. I find we differ ex- 
ceelingly about the Church, We are ſpeaking of. 
You have figured to your ſelf a New Kind of 
Spiritual Kingdom ;, a Spiritual Kingdom, which 
You declare to 2 Temporal Methode e 
A Kingdom mot of this World, nouriſhed by the 
Glories and Favours of This World, beſtow'd 
upon it by it's Temporal NMerſing Fathers, and 


Nur/mg-Mothers., Look into the Popiſh Coun-. 


tries; and there you will find ſomething, under 
that Denomination , flouriſhing in theſe Me. 


thods; a part of it fed, and pamper'd, by Tempo- 


ral Nurſes ;, and tlie other part ſtarved, and mi- 


ſerably treated. But look into the firſt Ages; 
You will find the Church of Chrift, a Spiritual 


Kingdom of ſuch inward ſtrength and vigour, 
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as to be able to flouriſh, equally in All it's parts, 
(I ſay, to flouriſh,) not only without, but a- 
gainſt, All the Temporal Powers of the Earth. 
If the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt can be tru- 
ly ſupported by Temporal Encouragements; or 
the Real Enemies to a Spiritual Kingdom, be 
reſtrained by Temporal Penalties; I profels, 
Jam as much for Them, es any Man living, 
even in that Kingdom which is not of this World. 
But hitherto I acknowledge, I never yet met 
with any, even Modern Divine, Juror or Non- 
juror, High or Low, Church man or Diſſenter, 
that fix'd the flouriſhing Eſtate of the Church 
of Chriſt, or the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, 
upon the Encouragements of Temporal Honour 
and Profit. Many Glorious Things have [ 
read, and heard, on All fides, about the flou- 
riſbine Eſtate of the Church of Chriſt, before 
Conſtantine, and many melancholy and ter- 
rible Accounts of it's Condition, from and af- 
ter that Time: till by degrees it became, in the 
corrupt Eſtate of the Church of Rome, the Sink 
of Hypocrites, and the SanFuary of Athe ifts. 
But I think verily Tou are the firſt Divine a- 
mongſt Proteſtantes, who has affirmed of the 
Reformation, what muſt be equally true of Chriſ- 
tianity it ſelf, and indeed is agreeable to what 
goes before : that the Deſirable Work was not 
compleated, till the Earthly Rulers, being Them- 
ſelves converted, eſtabliſb'd and confirm'd it by 
| Temporal Sanfions, A Sentence, Sir, which, 
if“ it be duly confider'd, muſt be very ſhock- 

ing 
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ing to every Chriſtiau Mind: unleſs the De- 
firable Thing in Cbirſt's Kingdom be Riches and 
Power, All, who have not forgot the very Name 
of Feſus Chriſt and All his Words relating to 
this Subject, muſt know what to think of it. For 
my Self; I will ſay no more now of it, but that 
it is worthy of Him, who contends profeſſedly 
for making Religion a Civil Teſt, tor debaſing 
the moſt Sacred Thing in the World, into a 
Political Tool, and an Engine of State. 

I muſt here add, becauſe I have been ve 
much miſtaken and miſrepreſented in this Mat- 
ter, that. I never affirm'd, or thought, that 
even the Greateſt Worldly Encouragements, an- 
nex'd to any particular Profeſſzons, (as for in- 
ſtance, in the Church of Rome,) did totally 
deſtray All Inward Principles of Religion; or 
do intirely, any where, root out of Every 
Man's Mind Sincerity and Real Belief. But I do, 
and muſt affirm, as long as I have Eyes to read 
the New Teſtament, and as long as I have any 
Meaſure of Common Senſe left; that a Aing-, 
dom not of this World, is Not a Kingdom of this 
World: that the Things which are ſeen are Tempo- 
ral, and the Things which are not ſeen are Eternal; 
that the Weapons of a Chriſtian's Warfare are not 
Garnal, bur Spiritual; that a Spiritual Kingdom, 
conlider'd. as ſuch, cannot in the Nature of the 
thing be ſupported by Temporal Methods ; and 
that Worldly Grandeur, Great Power, and Riches, 
naturally tend to take off Men's Minds from True 
Religion, and the True Motives of it. I amſure 


Thi, © © 


46 An ANSWER 7 


This we. preach to the Laity : And I am ſure, 
the ſame Things muſt have the ſame Tendency, 
and ordinarily the ſame Effect, upon All ſorts 
of Men, in this State of Probation. 

If Tor, or any Others, (who are all, at ſeve- 
ral times, forced to ſay the ſame Things,) will 
pleaſe to conclude that I had Evil Intentions, 
and Bad Views; I cannot help it. You muſt, 
in conſequence, tho' not in Deſign, charge the 
ſame upon the Goſpel: In which, I think, there 
is not a fingle Paſſage, tending any other way, 
I know my own Heart : And know that I had 
no Other Fiew, but to preach what I found, not 
in a ſingle Dubious paſſage, but in almoſt 
Every Page of the New Teſtament, And I 
ſay it again, in this Caſe, that God knows, I 
preach'd what I found there, not only without 
the Knowledge of Any Man living; but with- 
out the leaſt View of pleaſing, or diſpleaſing, 


Any Man living. And They who have in- 


mmuated Otherwiſe, neither know Me; nor 
thoſe Rules of Honour and Conſcience, by which 
They ought to conduct Themſelves. 

As to what follows, pag. 37. it is univer— 
ſally own'd that the Papiſts were not at firſt 
excluded from Offices, on the account of 
Mere Religion: but ſolely on Account of their 
Avowal of ſuch Principles, as naturally and 
unavoidably deſtroy the State. And I think, 
it is as univerſally acknowledged by All, e- 
ver of Thoſe who are accounted the moſt 


Zealous Churchmen, that a Teſt founded 
entirely 
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entirely upon their Principles, confider'd as 
Political, might be found out, and might 
be fully effectual: as I doubt not, Others 
might be thought on, agreeable to Chriſti- 
anity, and Humanity, which might be a Truer 
Security to the Eſtabliſbed Church it ſelf, than 
the Preſent is. But if you eſteem Religion of 
that Nature, that it ought to be fo treated in 
Humane Society, T am confirm'd in this, that, 
as by The Church of Chriſt, you mean ſomething 
entirely different from what I mean by that 
Eepreſfion: ſo, by Religion, You mean quite an- 
other thing, than I have been ſpeaking about. 

I know of No 3 Glorious, or Inglori- 
ous, that I have endeavour'd to introduce: as 
You charge me, pag. 37. The Church of 
Chriſt was as Regular, as Orderly, as Glorious, 
as He deſign'd it to be, in All things belonging 
to its Nature, before the World came in to 
Nurſe it; that is, hefore the Order, and Reægu- 
larity, and Glory, of Temporal Sanctions could 
come into it. | 

| have ſet forth the Spiritual Nature of 
Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom , and the Spiritual 
Sandtions of Spiritual Laws, The Summ of 
the Whole is, in theſe Four Propoſitions. 
Chriſt's Kingdom, is Chriſt's Kingdom. The 
Sandtions ot His Laws, muſt be the Sanctions 
which He himſelf hath fix d. The SanTions 
in Humane Society ought in reaſon to be 
taken from the Principles of Humane Society. 
Men ought not to ſuffer in their Common © 


Rights. 
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Rights , for the ſake of any Mere Difference of 
Opinion in Religion, conſider'd as ſuch, 

If ?ny one will infer from hence, that J 
argue againſt All Right of Appointing Time, 
Place, or Ceremonies , relating to Religious 
Worſhip ,, againſt the Maintenance and ſup- 
port of Thoſe who officiate in the Churches or 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians; againſt the Order, or 
Decency, or Subordination, belonging to Socie- 
ties of Chriſtians; or any Thing againſt the 
Intereft of the Church of England: I anſwer, 
that I not only do not own ſuch Conſequences; 
but I really do not ſee Them. As fot the 
Church of England; I regard it as a Noble Part 


of the Catholick Church, founded upon the 
Noble Claim of the Right of Chriſtians to judge 


for Themſelves: And as for the Principles of 
this Sermon; I maintain, and will maintain, 
that, if They be not True, Sound, and Certain, 
there could not rightfully have been ſuch a 
Thing in being, as the « hurch of England, pe- 
culiarly ſo called; There could have been no 
ſuch Thing, as this Church, either with or 
without a Law of Eſtabliſhment, Nor have I 
ſpoke a Word, or admitted a Thought, upon 
this Subject, but what is built upon the very, 
and ſole Foundation of Our Church; and what 
holds equally againſt All Perſons, in All 
Churches, whether Popiſh, or Preſbyterian, or 
any Other, who contradi& the very firſt Prin- 
cißle of the Church of England : and claim to 
Themſelves, (whether in Word, or in Deed, I 


do 
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|; do not enquire,) an Authority to which Other 
Chriſtians are abſolutely obliged to ſubmit, 
without examining the Rules and Directions 
given, by the Laws of Cbriſt; and without 
judging for Themſelves in that Great Afair, - 
in which They Themſelves muſt be acquitted 
or condemn'd at the laſt day. What I maintain 
is the very Principle of the Proteſtant Church 
of England, as well as the Ground-work of the 
whole Reformation And the Greateſt Service 
* that can be done to the Church of England, is, 
'> to vindicate and inculcate it. 

As for Them, who. infer that I am argu- 
ing abſolutely againſt Worldly Advantages ; 
I hey do me the Honour indeed to make me 
a2 very Difmntereſied Man but They may as 
well infer that I contend abſolutely that 
All Oo ought to be always in an Af- 
flicted, Low, Starving Condition, becauſe I ſay, 
what All the World have ſaid, that the Ho- 
nours and Profits of this State naturally tend 
| to endanger Sincerity of Religion, which muſt 
be built upon a Willing Belief of a Future 
State; and that the leſs the World is mix'd with 
| the Affairs of Religion, confider'd as ſuch, the 
more Sincerity, probably, there will be in the 
Profeſſors of it. 
| I am far from ſaying that I will anſwer for 
every Sentence, in Every Book of mine, written 
long ago. TI hope No Chriſtian writes Books, 
to preclude Himſelf abſolutely from enquiring 
after, or receiving, Truth for ever. But 28 
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for the whole Tenor of the Reaſonableneſs of 
Conformity, and the Principles of this Sermon; 
there is juſt the fame Contradiction between 
that Book, and Them, as there is between my 
ſincere endeavour to convince a Man of an | 
Error; and my not murthering, or injuring | 
Him, if He be not convinced by what I fay : 

or exactly the fame, as there is between 

your vindicating the Church of England with 

fo Maſterly a Zeal, as you have here done; 

and telling the D:/ſenters, as you do at the 

lame time, that They are obliged not to com- 

ply with Any Thing, whether Doctrine, or 
Injunction, contrary to Chriſt's Will. 1 

[ with you would explain the laſt Sentence 

of your Letter. I am far from deſigning either 

to fix Conſequences upon Tor, which you do 

notown : Or any particular Interpretation upon 

your Words; even tho” it be the Interpretation, \ 
of which alone, both Friends and Enemies, as 
far as I can hear, agree them to be capable. 
But the Caſe is this. You plainly reproach Me 
with an Oppoſition, in my preſent Practice, to 
my former Reſiſting DoFrines, My preſent 
Practice is, All that Zeal, Duty, and Submiſ- 
ſion, which can reſult from the ſincereſt Affec- 
tion to KING GEORGE: My Former Re- 
fiſting Doctrines, all the World knows, never 
taught any Reſiſtance ; but to the Worſt of Prin- 
ces, engaged in the Total Deſtruction of the Ci- 
vil Rights of a Whole Nation. The Natural 
Tuhoght is this, that No one can reproach - 

wil 
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with any Contradliction in this Matter, without 
implying, (too ſtrongly,” I fear to be denied, 
that his preſent Majeſty is ——what I care not 
to repeat. | 

This puts me in mind to congratulate You 
upon the Publick Honour lately done You, fo 
ſoon after a Performance which ends with ſo 
remarkable a Sting, I have No Civilities to 
ſpend any Time in thanking You for. Per- 
haps, your Notion of Religion 1s, that it for- 
bids You to ſhew Any to One from whom, You 
ſometimes imagine, You differ. The want of 
Them; and the Abundance of Some-thing in 
their ſtead, I pray God to forgive. I neither 
return You like Uſage my Self: Nor am I 
pleas'd that Any one elſe ſhould. I ſincerely 
with you All Happineſs here and hereafter : 
and am, 


SIR 
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